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in the work of society. Because of their physique, they
cannot accomplish quite as much as their husbands, but they
work hard, and well, and with the same methods as do the
men. Consequently they are treated with respect and
freedom, though subordinated somewhat. Amongst Muslim
peasants there is no strict pardah, no complete segregation.
Their women live a good deal freer, fuller, and more
developed life, compared with the men, than do the Muslim
middle-class women. The latter, provided with servants, do
little work; they perform no specific function as persons.
They perform their functions as women: they are wives,
they bear and rear children. Hence, as persons in their own
right they are despised; though in relation (as wife, mother,
daughter) they may at best be respected.
Woman in middle-class Muslim society in India still can-
not, or can hardly, live independently; if she did not sub-
ordinate herself in some way to a man, to be financially
supported by him, she would in all probability starve to
death. As long as such a situation persists in fact, the
theoretic subjection of women in Islamic religion will con-
tinue.
LATER DEVELOPMENTS OF THE MOVEMENT
s we have already indicated, the liberal movement within
Islam, inspiring confidence, courage, and enthusiasm, was a
progressive force of some importance in its initial stages.
The term during which it was both forceful and progressive
might be put roughly as extending from the close of the nine-
teenth century until the end of the Khilafat movement. To
those who were building up an indigenous capitalism, to
those who were struggling to advance against increasing odds,
and finally to those who took upon themselves to resist the
mighty exploitation of British imperialism and worked for an
independent India, this religion gave strength and deter-
mination. At this time it was a healthy growth, and sponta-
neous. It served the needs of men who were building some-
thing new, and satisfied them; giving the,m as their own the